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How the Fate
May Hang
ILL the silk petticoats of
women be the cause of
France losing the great
3uropean war to Germany,

or of Germany losing it to France?
"The value of the money of a country

is in Inverse ratio 'to the value of the
silk petticoats of its women," said Carl
Helfferich, German secretary of finance,
in Vienna recently, when he was scolding
the women of the Teutonic nations for
their extravagances in buying French
silks.

The Queen of Rumania, Carmen Sylva,
shortly before she died issued a similar

warning to the extravagant women of
her country.

"The luxury of the women makes the
men dishonest, the women immoral, and
enervates the country in time of war,"
was rne of the last public utterances she
made before her death. She saw her

country tottering on the brink of war,
read, to join the allies or the central
emspires, as the exigencies required, and
with her keen foresight she saw that on

whatever side Rumania fought the
women of her country would first have
to practice economy if victory was to be

thought of at all.
And, but a few days ago, Marcelle

Tinayre, noted Frenchwoman writer,
raised her voice and her pen against the
women of her country who are extrava-
gantly spending much needed money on

the frimps and fussings of costly cos-

tumes from the most fashionable shops.
"The gowns that some of you are

wearing are not even of French style,"
she cried. "They are phantasms, mon-

strosities from the brains of the tailors
and the modistes. They have nothing to
do with France or with French style.

"The extravagant costumes we see

nowadays are not made for you French-
women in the first place. You have too
much taste to be interested in things of
this sort. They are made to sell to the
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The woman who dares wear a silk petti-
coat nowadays, either has to say she

bought it before the war started, or that
it is an heirloom in her family.

The Germans were the first to dis-
cover the peril of the silk petticoat and
the other expensive trappings of fashion.
When the leading economic and finan-
cial lights of the German and Aus-
trian empires met in Vienna to discuss
the war economics of the two countries,
Finance Minister Helfferich immediately
went after the silk skirt wearers

He laid down his first fact to the ef-
fect that the value of the money of a

country is in inverse ratio to the value
of the silk petticoats of its women.
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"The larger and more expensive the
petticoats of the women, he continued,
the less the value of the coin of a coun-

try. The simpler the skirt, the greater
the value of the legal tender of a coun-
try.

"The vanity of you thoughtless
German women may lose the war
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of wealth of this country who are Gemn tothr o dicer wa
bent on importing lage q u a n- h
titles of silks and numerous Parisian
gowns into this country by way of
Switzerland, not only are setting bad wr pniggetsm nFec
examples to women of lesser means, hut sik. Adte frt eom naio

are deranging the financial balance of thymd wa tltsuheragnc
the nation,.a ob tpe i h rdto h
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"The rich women of Berlin. 'renr

and Budapest who import thee silk
and tht mortrosiies of the Paris tailor
w hich they call =ty lish gowns, thin]
th: they are dre sling as the real Pari
sian , oman drres d. But they are not

No Frenchwoman of refinemen
would appear upon the Parisian boule
yards in the fearful Parisian creation
that ,ur women wa r. The real Frenc

lady s a woman of exquisite taste, wh
as on. conen.: I for 'dernier cri i

costunt * Tie .y:, Frenchuomen wh
wear t'.. Parisi'n extravagances tha

our w 'men alert are the professions
mods. the grisettes and the women o

the demimonde.
In thi- way did the astute Germa

finarnce minister li't the veil on the my

teries of war financing. When Frene
silk is sold outside of France, he pointe
Out to the German women, it makes th

yalue of the Frerich "franc' so mac
the greater. When French silks at

brought into Germany. he continued,
makes the value of the German "mark
so much the less, hecause a country's cul

rency thrives on exports and not on in

ports.
In other words, says Helfferich,.

without French silk petticoats, you G'
man women, and help your men win t
war.
American women are going at mu

the same problem of silks and extra'
gant modes in a somewhat differi
fashion. In the campaign inaugurai
against these extravagances by U
Thomna A. Ediaen and other Dromini
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women of the east the good old Puritan
element of "decency" enter, into the

fight.
Paris modistes have alread' decreed

that the smart walking costurn' r

spring should be fifteen inches 'cort e

ground and the decolletage of the 1e."-

less dance frock reach within two ;r., es

of the waistline in hack. And the r,-

formers of the eastern American sta s

are not going to permit it ---if they an

help it.
The indignant state leg:s:at .rs o \ir-

ginia. s; urred on to the d f,

cenr; in Ameri-a by dl-a \\In
Myers, trought 'urth a hill rh -i g
women to appear in pubii in sk.rt- hat
did not rear- to withmr tI.r,.e in,... o'

the gr< ::.1. or in a bod:'' tat 'ax;."- d
more than three inches .' c: est or k-
The c'ub irnen rnge. N .1 .n'-

der t' e
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started their rwn ;i1e netainxt
the Paris decrer - e

ground is the rx en:e '... -v

for the short skirt, t.
evening short sleeves and - f

d,-olletage ma' he a orn

t -Th. main object:on to -t

is its lack of dignity.'' sa s Mr- I n

in explaining the reasor- ' r

t paign: Grown n _,a~ t

in the. pres .t styo 10Ic .

cirls No drc-s ouLdour :r , from V t

i r.-e irehie' r flu - N -1:

Th- gr* at tro h', a n

won en that t ' s'' .n ' c rv

in dr-s. T1y a a .ke T7ev
take a ma rl . - w it hl-.dly
n tither it is beomrt:g to t em or not.

The announcemenrt that sk'ts n ist
he f-freen ich- ot, the c'-oun,1 'his

ru is Iipl di sgu-ting 1P m i
C 're oric, alti in dr'-s n it tr a

hi ..ts at rr -ectabilit that thc WX. ne

tUnh of Orange has taken the rna

We intend to maintain a high to',>,f
qui et respert ability

The lon'-< nt blouse and the slior' -

hs atoused to an men greater * et
the ire of Delegate William Mt-e- of

The dress of the average a 'r i as
0 more to ido w :th the dow nfall oung

men than any other thinc he- -sr'S

-Complete nudity would be- far mi- d.e-
cent than the short-skirted si!E ,.

one sees in ther ,-umm*r time ua: :!e
wcmen walk uip and down thegeso
the city.

I think a law sh ouldi ho passed~ Ihat
prohibits tr-an-parent gatin en. arI al-o
that stipulates that no ferm. le 5hah ap-
pear in public with a skirt tVat does not
reach within 'our inch, s of thIe ground,
or with a wais: or bodice that exjposes
more than three Inches of the chest or
back.'

But it was ever thus and so. Fashion
from the first day ot the world has been
setting up dictates, and relormcrs have
been trying to bowl them over in the
name of decency.

In 1713 En:gland and Franse both
were on the point of r'-volution ove'r
fashions. The lack of material in fe mi-
nIne costumes brought it about

'r- 'What are women coming to.' de-
be manded one bowigged judge, 'since they

are letting down the necks of their
bodices and tucking up their petticoats

ch which grow shorter every day
a- 'The leg discovers itself in propor-
nt tion to the neck and already more than,

six inches is displayed in these new
gowns It is ne~ither safe to look upon

rs- the head nor the feet of a charmer-
ia where shall we then direct the eye?"


